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          First of all, I want to thank you all again for the wonderful 
20th anniversary of ordination celebration on August 7th.  I 
deeply appreciated the food, music, cards, gifts and all of your 
kind words.  I really was surprised!  I’ll tell you, 20 years really 
gives you pause to stop and think…. 
          Every week in worship we pray together the Lord’s Prayer 
and the first thing we ask of God in that prayer, is that God’s 
kingdom would come to earth. I don’t know how often you stop 
to think about what you are saying when you pray the Lord’s 
Prayer, but I want to ask you to stop and at least think about the 

very first line: “your kingdom come.” 
          Can you even begin to imagine what the earth might be like if God’s kingdom came, if 
the beatitudes were the way of the world, if people valued relationships more than getting 
ahead, if we held all things in common, if we loved one another as Jesus loves us? It feels, I 
think, almost impossible to imagine. 
          But whether we realize it or not, whether we can imagine it or not, God gives us 
glimpses everyday of his kingdom coming to earth. Everyday are moments to see God’s 
grace, moments to recognize where God’s love triumphs over our ability to mess things up. 
And the best part is, we, you and me both, are workers in bringing about this kingdom. 
“God’s work, our hands” in other words. 
          As I look back on 20 years of ministry, one of the things that has made me ever more 
thankful, is not just way for the ways I see the kingdom in my own life, but the ways I see the 
kingdom at CLC. The way each of you works in your own way to bring about God’s vision 
for the world to our community. 
          For me, the past 20 years have been full of kingdom moments: all of the babies I have 
baptized; weddings I have presided over; funerals I’ve conducted;  the relationships that have 
been deepened in the midst of tragedy and loss; fellowship food; kids singing in worship; 
choir Christmas Cantatas; working with great people at the South Hall Food Pantry; the love, 
care and dedication of those who serve in ministry for Family Promise (especially those who 
volunteer for overnights…and multiple overnights!); laughter at Men’s Prayer Breakfast; 
church picnics; council meetings (no, I’m not joking!); talking and listening with our youth; 
spirited theological discussions; so much stuff for Lutheran World Relief Health Kits; etc. 
          And what I would like to see this year, and in the years to come,  is even more of 
those kingdom moments. But the thing of it is I can’t work on bringing about God’s king-
dom on my own. I need all of you! I need your heart, your spirit, your faith, your questions, 
your doubts, and most importantly your presence!  
          This is the moment in which God is calling us to make our prayers for his kingdom a 
reality at CLC and in our community. So if you have taken the summer off or fallen away or 
have been with us all summer long, come and help us make God’s kingdom come to this 
place. And come with a renewed energy. Come to this place hopeful, ready to worship, ready 
to work on God’s kingdom. It won’t be easy, I know, but I trust that God has a great vision 
in store for us.  
          So take a risk, show up, and invest yourself in doing God’s work at and through CLC! 
 
Faithfully,  Pastor Andy 
 
 

mailto:Terry@TritonDKI.com
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Church Council President Notes 

                                     You are AWESOME!   
 

How often are we complimented on something, anything actually and we respond wit 

h some sort of negativity or belittling of ourselves?  So, the conversation goes:  “That’s 

a really nice shirt” and we respond something like “This old thing?   I’ve had it for 

years.”,   when we could have graciously said “Thank you so much”. 

 

I know I myself do this more often than not, so I was pondering about it for a while to think of a reason why I 

do that.  What I came up with is that I tend to focus on the negative when it comes to me personally, but vice 

versa when it comes to others.  I need to be kinder to myself as I think we all do. 

 

I read something a while ago and thought it was just so insightful, so thought I would share it: 

 

“One day a professor entered the classroom and asked his students to take a surprise test. The professor 
handed out the question paper. To everyone’s surprise, there were no questions….just a black dot in the cen-
ter of the page. The professor, seeing the expression on everyone’s face, told them the following: 
‘I want you to write what you see there.’ 
At the end of the class, the professor took all the answer papers and started reading each one of them aloud 
in front of all the students. All of them with no exceptions described the black dot, trying to explain its position 
in the middle of the sheet, etc. etc. etc. After all had been read, the professor began to explain: 
‘I am not going to grade you on this test. I just wanted to give you something to think about. No one wrote 
about the white part of the paper. Everyone focused on the black dot – and the same happens in our lives. We 
have a white paper to observe and enjoy, but we always focus on the dark spots. Our life is a gift given to us 
by God.’ ” 
 
Many times, we insist on focusing on the negatives in our lives.  The dark spots in reality are just a small part 
of our overall life compared to all the blessings we have, but here they go, taking up space in our minds.  We 
need to free ourselves of those negative thoughts.  You are an amazing and awesome Child of God, and you 
are perfect just as you are! 
Take your eyes away from the black spots in your life. Enjoy each one of your blessings, each moment that 
life gives you. 
 
Be happy and live a positive life.....!! 
– Kat Hartman 

Kat Hartman, President 
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Outreach  
The Outreach Charter is to share and grow the Love that is Christ Jesus with people in our neighborhood and 

community, by serving those less fortunate than ourselves. 

Worship Committee– Worship at CLC 

Mackie Brown, VP   

Worship 

Mark your calendars and save the following dates for special worship services. 

October 16th is Youth Sunday.  The youth will be in charge of the worship service. 

? Commitment Sunday 

November 22– Hanging of the Greens service 

December 11th– Adult Choir Christmas Cantata 

December 18th– Youth Christmas Program 

OUTREACH   - To Whom, By Whom, For what? 

Each of us, Christ followers, is to Reach Out to another. God reached out to us and 
gave us Jesus. Jesus reached out to us and gave us salvation. Both outreaches were in 
the name of Love. 

  

 Reach out with food                         Reach out with a spoon 

Food pantry dates:                           Good News at Noon: October 12 

10/6  10-12 pm            

10/13  10-12 pm                                    Reach out with a blanket 

10/17  3-5 pm                                         Give a rug or blanket from Hands           

10/20  10-12 pm                                     

10/22  10-12 pm 

10/27  10-12pm 

  

Reach out to the family of Clement Bizimana: 

 Thanks to Barbara Todd, Nancy Garland, Dee Grimshaw and Pastor Andy for helping this family come to Christ 
Lutheran Church. Many trips on Sunday and Wednesday. 

NEEDED:  INFORMATION about  what type of used 6 passenger vehicle this family should purchase and 
where best to shop for it. 

WANTED: some help teaching an eager 16 year old Chris how to drive. 

Edna Jackson, Outreach 
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Outreach  
The Outreach Charter is to share and grow the Love that is Christ Jesus with people in our neighborhood and 

community, by serving those less fortunate than ourselves. 

Movin and Groovin with The Next Stop  

You are invited to our 6th annual dinner event for family and friends hosted by The Next Stop. 
Come enjoy a delicious member-made lasagna dinner and an inspiring musical performance. This 
is a time to celebrate the members of The Next Stop! 
We are looking for a few volunteers to help serve drinks and help out in the kitchen for this event.  
You are also welcome to just come and enjoy.  Make your reservations by visiting 
www.thenextstop.org. or contact Eric or Karin Bowman. 
 
Friday October 21, 2016 from 6:30 PM to 9:00 PM EDT 

Suwanee Sports Academy 

3640 Burnette Road 

Suwanee, GA 30024 

I'm still collecting Box Tops and Labels for Education.  The Labels program is end-
ing & about the only place I can still find them is on a few Campbell's soups.   It has 
to say "Labels for Ed" with the bar card to be submitted.  Thanx  Di 

    

Box Tops for Education 

Choir Invites You to Sing 
  

Calling all singers!  An opportunity awaits you to join with the choir in singing our 
Christmas cantata, “Behold That Star!”  The cantata begins with “One star Shining 
in the Darkness” and culminates in a great spiritual, “Behold That Star of Glory.”  
We need a large choir to bring this glorious message to the congregation on Decem-
ber 11th.  Join us at rehearsals on Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m.  You will be warmly wel-

comed!  If you are unable to attend Wednesday evening rehearsals, please let Diane Mulkey know and per-
haps some alternate rehearsal times can be arranged.  Let’s make telling the Christmas story part of our 
Christmas preparations.   

http://www.thenextstop.org/
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 Secure On-Line                

   Giving Grows! 

 

In August, Secure On-Line Giving at Christ Luther-

an Church reached a monthly high of over $5,100!  

 So why is this happening?  More and more of our members are taking advantage of this easy way to give.    It is a 

great way to even out the ups and downs of our church budget while making it convenient for our CLC members. 

And it helps us work smarter.  With all the busy schedules, it’s becoming harder to get volunteers to count the do-

nations each Sunday.  This happens after the second service.  As you and others begin using our Secure On-Line 

Giving, this relieves the work of our counters while still ensuring your donation is properly credited and applied as 

you’ve requested.  Many of us set up our donations so they are processed each week or each month on the date we 

specify.  And with the option of using your checking account or your credit/debit card, we can concentrate on 

what is important each Sunday.  

Make Secure Online Giving your preferred way to give—it’s as easy as pie!   

I  Use

Secure

Online  Giving

Christ Lutheran Church

Place in Collection Plate

www.clcga.org

John Travis, Treasurer 

Our Finance Committee at work!  

  

 The Finance Committee has been formed.  Unlike past years, each committee member will 
serve for  a three-year rotating term, and the terms will be staggered so each year two mem-

bers will be replaced by two new members.  Committee members and their initial roles are: 

 Alan Overcash – Chairman; annual  Ministry Plan and  Audit Committee 

 Eric Bowman – Scribe; annual Ministry Plan and Mortgage 

 Ken Hayden –  annual Ministry Plan, Mortgage, Investments, and Special Projects 

 Jeanne Lewis –  annual Ministry Plan, Audit, and Special Projects 

 Freda Bair –  annual Ministry Plan and Treasurer Backup 

 John Travis –  annual Ministry Plan, Audit, and Investments 
 

Alan assigned each member with a portion of the new Ministry Plan so we each have our input.  We are also de-

pending on input from the Church Council.  Once the draft plan is ready, it will be given to the Church Council 

for review, approval, and presentation at the December congregation meeting.   

Another important topic is the Annual Audit.  Although several members of the committee will be helping con-

duct the audit, additional volunteers will be needed to complete it.   

Ken and Eric will analyze the current mortgage to project the payoff date in preparation for the building expan-

sion project.   

Since Freda has been involved in our Treasurer Job for so many years, it’s time we had another volunteer step 

forward on a part-time basis to serve as the alternate treasurer.   

Ken Hayden will review our current investments and make recommendations for improvements. 

 Please contact any member of the finance team to volunteer your assistance with the 2016 audit or to help sup-

port our treasurer as his backup. 
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Nuture….to encourage and care for  

     

 

 

 

 

Saturday, October 22nd  5 pm -10 pm 

Bring your beer of choice and something to 

share-either a German dish or something to go 

with Brats on the grill (Provided).  Ice chests with 

ice will be available.  There will be open tents out-

side .  

 

 

 

 

Kay Knight, Nurture 
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This year WELCA’s love offering of  $150.00 went to Lutheran Campus 

Ministries .   

 

WELCA’s next big event is our annual Thankoffering Service where the 

women of  the church handle the entire service. This have been observed 

and celebrated since the 1800s . The monies collected this day are from 

what is collected throughout the year from our personal gratitude for bless-

ings received during the year to be used throughout the world for service to 

those in need.   

  Our Thank Offering Sunday is November 13th  

 

 

Ladies please come and share fellowship at our monthly meeting on Octo-

ber 10th at 9:45 at the church. October hostesses are  Gerry Travis & Jill 

Meehan.  Hope to see you there!  

Women of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran Church 



Page #8 Christ Lutheran Church, Oakwood, GA       Newsletter     The Vine             October,  2016  

 

10/1 Butch Dyer 

10/1 Dixie Bryson 

10/3 Steve Knight 

10/3 Sandy Fuller 

10/4 Ken Uyl     

10/7 Mike Freeman 

10/10 Bob Falcey 

10/13 Mindy Ellis 

10/15 Allison Miklos 

10/16 Ken Hayden 

10/17 Betty McKevitt  

 

 

 

 

 

 

10/12 Herb & Cindy Grastat 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We are in need of  COUNTER volunteers.  Our list of  current vol-

unteers has gotten smaller and we could really use at least 6 more 

people to help us with rotations.  We will train you how to do this 

simple job.  If  you are interested, please see Dawn in office or Pas-

10/18 George Mulkey 

10/20 Lynn Thomas 

10/22 Pat Key 

10/24 Tyler Truelove 

10/24 Robert Falcey 

10/25 Gwyneth Thomas 

10/25 Al Ringer 

10/29 David Tate 

10/29 Amanda Seibert 

10/30 Corey Bryson 

10/30 Lynn Whitener 

Building Expansion Update: 

We are happy to announce that our progress in paying the existing mortgage down to $50,000 is 
going well and we expect to meet that goal by Dec 31st of  this year. Once that goal is met we will 
take the next step and start working with our architect to create the construction drawings. 

Since we are getting close to starting the expansion and believe it important that you are kept in-
formed of  progress, we will have a congregation meeting to review the project with you before we 
start.  

It’s a very exciting time in our Church and we look forward to providing more updates in the near 
future! 

 

Joe Vinson for the Building Committee 
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OctoberOctoberOctober   

   NewsNewsNews   

All Youth Sunday 
Oct. 16th at the 11am service       

Please have ALL children meet at 10:15 am in the narthex. 

Youth Committee Meeting Schedule 
October 2nd 12pm 

November 20th 12pm 

 

 

Attention ALL parents! Please see Sarah 

Caruso to update allergy and address 

forms. This is required for EVERY child at Christ Lutheran 

Church. 

 

October Wednesday Youth Groups 
Relentless (Teen Hangout) 

10/12  6-8pm  

10/26 6-8pm   

 

      *Dinner will be served every Wednesday 

KIDS Worship Volunteer Schedule: 
October- 2nd Julie King 

9th Karen Legg 

16th NO Kids Worship (All Youth Sunday) 

23rd Skylar Truelove 

30th Janet Cboski 

November-  6th Dawn Seibert 

  13th Denise Simpson 

  20th Janel Brooks 

  27th Dixie Bryson 

Youth continued on page 10 

Kids Night 

10/5  6-7:30 

10/19  6-7:30 

December-  4th Emma 

  11th Julie King 

  18th Karen Legg 

  25th NO Kids Worship 



Make Your Thoughts Known...  

We have several committees responsible for the operation of our 
church.  

They are always looking for your input on decisions they must 
make.  

So how do you do this? How do you let them know what you 
think?  

 

Probably the best way is to talk to a committee member, one on 
one, then just follow that up with an email. This is the most efficient way to  

make your thoughts known and is probably the most convenient for you.  

You may also attend a committee meeting. Usually you will have time at the  

beginning to share your thoughts and then let the committee do its work.  

You are usually welcome to stay and observe or you can leave.  

 

Sharing your thoughts helps both you and the committee members make  

knowledgeable decisions.  
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Trunk or Treat 

When: Saturday October 29th, 2016 

 Where: Christ Lutheran Church 

 Time: 7-9pm 

 Who: You and your friends (ALL AGES) 

Kids and Adults trunk volunteers please sign up in the Narthex. 

      Caleb’s Shoe Ministry 
During the month of October our youth will 

be collecting new and used shoes for children 

and adults in Haiti. We will also be taking do-

nations for shipping costs as well. For more 

information please see Sarah or visit http://

www.haiti-missions.com/calebsshoes/ 



 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
2 

7:30 am Family Promise 
break down 

8:30am   Worship 

9:45 am  Adult Forum 

11am   Worship           
1PM Spanish speaking  
Worship 

3 

 

 

 

8pm AA 

4 5  

6:30 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

10 am Bible Study 

6:30 pm Kid’s night 

6:45 pm Adult choir 

6 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South Hall 
Food Pantry 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

8pm AA 

8 

 

9 

8:30am   Worship 

9 am Confirmation 
Class w/Pastor Andy 

9:45 am  Adult Forum 

11am   Worship           
1PM Spanish speaking  
Worship 

 

 

10 

9:45 AM WELCA 

 

 

 

 

8pm AA 

 

11 

 

12 

6:30 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

10 am Bible Study 

12 noon Good News 

6-8 pm Teen Scene 

6:45 pm Adult choir 

 

 

13 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South Hall 
Food Pantry 

 

 

 

    

14 

 

 

 

 

8pmAA 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 

Hunger Relief Sunday 

8:30am  Worship 

9 am Confirmation class 

9:45 am  Adult Forum 

11am Youth Sunday  

1PM Spanish speaking 
Worship 

17 

3-5 pm CLC staffs 
South Hall Food 
Pantry 

6:30 pm Church 
Council 

  

 

 

   8pm AA 

                   

18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 

6:30 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

10 am Bible Study 

6:30 pm Kid’s night 

6:45 pm Adult Choir 

 

 

 

20 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South Hall 
Food Pantry 

 

 

 

 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8pm AA 

 

22 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South Hall 
Food Pantry 

 

5-10 pm Oktoberfest 

 

 

 

23 

8:30 am Worship 

9 am Confirmation class 

9:45 am  Adult Forum 

11 am Worship w/ 
Kid’s worship 

1 PM Spanish speaking 
Worship 

 

24 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 

6:30 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

10 am Bible Study 

6-8 pm Teen Scene 

6:45 pm Adult Choir 

 

 

 

 

27 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South Hall 
Food Pantry 

12 noon Potluck 

 

 

 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

8pm AA 

29 

 

 

 

Trunk or Treat 

6-9 pm 

 

 

 

 

30 

8:30am   Worship 

9 am Confirmation class 

9:45 am Adult Forum 

11am   Worship              
w/Kid’s Worship 

1PM Spanish speaking 
Worship 

 

31 Reformation Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Christ Lutheran Church                    2016 
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READERS 
 
10/2 Toni Zavadil 

10/9 Jim Trimboli 

10/16 Edna Jackson 

10/23 Kay Knight 

10/30 Diana Stroup 
 
 
ALTAR GUILD 

10/2 Kay & Steve Knight 

10/9 Mindy & Jim Ellis 

10/16 Sue & Jim Joninas 

10/23 Beth Marien 

10/30 Gerry & John Travis 

COMMUNION BREAD 

10/2 Ginger Huddleston 

10/9 Steve Knight 

10/16 Diane Bohn 

10/23 Freda Bair 

10/30 Gerry Travis 

Coffee Fellowship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 

10/2 Edna Jackson 

10/9 Kat Hartman 

10/16 Jim Trimboli 

10/23 Alan Clark 

10/30 Kay Knight 

 

USHERS  

10/2 Don Finfrock & Jim Joninas 
10/9 Ginger Huddleston & Kay Knight 

10/16 Hugo Kollmer & Jim Ellis 

10/23 Ginny Huseby & Gerry Travis 

10/30 Don Finfrock & Jim Joninas 

 
 

Go in Peace, Serve the Lord 
Serving at Worship for October 

8:30 am Worship Service  

READERS   

10/2 Emma Seibert 

10/9 Michelle Bair 

10/16 Kylie Johnson 

        Angel Bizimana 

10/23 Pat Freeman 

10/30 Mackie Brown 
 

KIDS WORSHIP 

10/2 Julie King 

10/9 Karen Legg 

10/16 no kids worship 

10/23 Skylar Truelove 

10/30 Janet Cboski 

Acolyte 

10/2 Will Pirkle 

10/9 

10/16 Eli King 

10/23 Ethan King 

10/30 Ruth Goodwin 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 

10/2 Sandy Fuller 

10/9 Don Woosley 

10/16 Tyler Truelove (Emma Seibert) 

10/23 Karin Bowman 

10/30 Jenny Goodwin 
  

USHERS 

10/2 Butch & Marcey Dyer 

10/9 Richard Morhard & Ken Uyl 

10/16 Ethan & Eli King 

10/23 Janet & Austin Seibert  

10/30 Alan Overcash & Eric Bowman 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTERS 

10/2 Michelle Bair & Melinda Parmer 

10/9 Eric Bowman & Don Finfrock 

10/16 Janet Goetz & Jamie Pirkle 

10/23 Dane & Jan Clark 

10/30 Dawn Seibert & Janel Brooks 

 

ALTAR GUILD 

10/2 Diane Morhard 

10/9 Elaine Key 

10/16 Marilyn Johnson 

10/23 Heather Simpson 

10/30 Brandt Sutphin 

 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 

10/2 Cheryl Fuller & Karin Bowman 

10/9 Dawn Johnson & Freda Bair 

10/16 Diane Morhard & Marilyn Johnson 

10/23 Karen Vinson & Marcey Dyer 

10/30 Janet Seibert & Dixie Bryson 

11:00 am Worship Service 


