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. 

            “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, 

but has risen.”       (Luke 24:5b) 
          
When the two men in dazzling clothes ask this question of the women who 
come to the tomb on the first Easter, they do not expect an answer from 
these grieving disciples. The women came at early dawn that Sunday with the 
expectation that they would need spices to prepare Jesus’ crucified body for 
its final rest. They undoubtedly knew death, how it ended a relationship with a 
loved one. Death stinks. Death seems so final, with only memories of a life 
once lived to begin to fill the void caused by their loss. 
          We understand loss and the accompanying grief. We lose independence 
as we age. We lose control over our lives. We lose our ability to remember. 
We become humble as we depend on others to assist our daily need. We 
grieve our loss. Soren Kierkegaard said, “It takes moral courage to grieve. It 
requires religious courage to rejoice.” 
          Easter is a time to rejoice. Easter is a time of new life. Easter is a time of 
promise. Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
          I am not the center of the universe, but I believe that God will surprise 
me with his love for me. God comes again and again to change doubt to hope, 
faith to assurance, and defeat to victory. I spend too much time trying to 
change a past that is gone. I focus on regrets, could haves and should haves as 
I ask “Why?” God gives a future that calls me to ask, “Why not?” Why not 
change the world? Why not ease the pain and hunger that afflict too many? 
Why not let people know they are valued, loved, and can make a difference? 
Why not get out of God’s way and let God work through me? 
          We are called by God to live out our baptismal faith, that we are to let 
our light so shine before others that they may see our good works and glorify 
our Father in heaven. We give thanks and praise to God and bear God’s crea-
tive and redeeming word to all the world. 
We walk together in Easter’s promise. Join with us each Sunday as we share 
this mission. Easter is more than just one Sunday.  Easter is more than just a 
church season.  Easter is a way of life.  We are Easter people! We gather each 
Sunday to declare “Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!! Why do you look for 
the living among the dead? 
 
                                                                                  Soli Deo Gloria, 
                                                                               Pastor Andy Seibert 
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Upcoming May Topics and Ministries……… 

Dr. Hank Lewis….Leading a Discussion on Dementia...an overview of the differ-

ent kinds of Dementia and the burden of being a caregiver for someone with De-

mentia. What are the early signs? What kind of treatment is available? What 

can we do to help? 

Current Headline News Stories a continuous learning from through Discussion & 

Conversation. Connecting todays Christian Living with supporting Scripture Read-

ings. 

Lutheran Daily Devotions, followed by discussion will be 

used on some Sundays.  For nearly 100 years, God has used 

“Lutheran Hour Ministries” to bring the changeless Christ to a 

changing world, each week reaching millions of listeners. Discus-

sion follows. 

 

ELCA Daily Discipleship or Daily Faith……..discussing and exploring readings of 

current Sunday’s Lectionary. 

 

Bible + will mail CLC Note Cards On Request 

If you would like Bible + to send a CLC Note to someone please let us know 
(Sharon Stevens or Bill Wonnacott). A Sample of CLC note card is on display in 
the Narthex. 

 
Our “Cow Fund” (on Milk Can in Narthex)  Thank you for your Contributions, 

helping People in Need! Called to do God’s work in the world, the Cow Fund 

contributes to Lutheran Disaster Relief, Family Promise and Lutheran World Re-

lief.  Last month contributions: $400 to LDR Ukraine and $400 to Family Promise.   

 Looking forward to sharing fellowship with you……  

Sharon Stevens & Bill Wonnacott  

  Bible +   God in Our Lives Today 

All are Welcome…Join the Conversation! Sundays @ 9:45  
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As reported in the 2021 Treasurer’s Report, the congregation experienced an income surplus of $57,794, a 
combination of generous giving and under spent budget lines.  The Congregation Council, at the March 
meeting decided to disburse these surplus monies, guided by our mission statement of knowing, growing, 
living and sharing the love of God that is Christ Jesus, as follows: 

 

 $12,000 for an additional mortgage principal reduction for 2022. 

 $4,579 added to our Reserve Fund. 

 $13,738 as an addition to our regular SE Synod benevolence for 2022.

 $13,738 to establish a Special Projects Fund for the purpose of strengthening ongoing or 

                              establishing new ministries of the congregation that focus on community outreach. 

 $13,738 for local charities, with a focus on congregational ties or involvement, now or in the future. 

 

The majority of this money was due to the generosity of the congregation’s giving towards the Mission 
Plan for 2021.  The Council is grateful for that generosity and will continue to focus on using those gifts to-
wards our mission of being God’s people, who know, grow, live, and share the love of God that is Christ 
Jesus. 

From the Finance Committee 

If anyone has any borrowed items from the church  
please return them ASAP.  

 

Also if anyone has any items from 
the Sacristy, could they please 
bring them back. 
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DISCIPLESHIP 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations...  

Matthew 28:19a, NRSV 

Knowing, Growing, Living, Sharing the love of God that is Christ Jesus is our congregation’s proclaimed mis-
sion.  This is also our discipleship.  As followers of Jesus this is our calling.  As disciples, we remain students of 
Jesus.  How, when and what is the lesson material for our training?  What is the regimen that develops and 
improves the skills of being a disciple of Jesus? 

 

Well, to state the obvious, Pastor brings us the Gospel with his sermons.  As does our liturgy with its format, 
service music, hymns and readings.  All of this is designed to bring us the love of God that is Christ Jesus.  Just 
as in a class room we are passive recipients of this good news.  We trust that the Holy Spirit is at work not on-
ly in Pastor’s sermon but within us as we receive the good news, not only in opening our ears but also our 
hearts.  And then we leave the church … 

 

So, the question can become what do we do outside the class room?  What is our regimen when we are not 
sitting in the pew?  Are we to teach ourselves?  What materials are we to use?  What can we trust, which 
sources, etc.   

 

Remember what Luther says about the Holy Spirit, it is that which calls, gathers, enlightens and makes holy.  
We start with praying for guidance and being open to what the Holy Spirit enlightens us to know and under-
stand.  It is about growing in faith.  There will be things that are hard to understand, as it is with what we hear 
in church during the service.  The application of what we are taught during our worship service in our daily 
lives is not, may not , or will not be easy.  We pray to be open to what we are being taught and ask for the 
help of the Holy Spirit.  The following prayer is rather simple and is a good starting point. 

 

LORD JESUS, help me to serve You in every part of my life.  In my home make me kind and considerate, and 
help me to make the work of others easier and not harder.  At my work make me conscientious and diligent, 
always a worker who has no need to be ashamed.  In my pleasure, help me to find delight only in such things 
as bring health to my body and strength to my soul, and save me from loving the things which bring regret to 
follow.  When I play games, win or lose, help me to play fair; and if I win keep me from boasting and if I lose 
keep me from making excuses.  In my worship, keep me reverent and sensitive to your word.  Help me in the 
day time to live in your presence, and at night to sleep in your peace.  This I ask for your love’s sake.  Amen. 

(Mark Gibbs.  Audenshaw Papers #112, May 1987) 

 

Asking Jesus to take our life, really?  Yeah, really.  Uncomfortable, huh? 

 

Remember, our God is the one that goes with us, showing us the way, behind us encouraging us, beside us as 
our friend and above us watching over us. 

 

Eugene Ferg, Discipleship Commission 
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Busy First Quarter for the Nurture team 

The first quarter of 2022 has just passed, and it has already been a busy one here 
at CLC.  We have had a few special moments of celebration and fellowship. 

 

Sunday February 27 – We said Good-bye and Thank You to Pastor Dale for his 
guidance and leadership during Pastor Andy’s Sabbatical.  Thank you to eve-
ryone who signed the big Thank you card.  He really appreciated it! 

 

 

Sunday March 6 – We welcomed back Pastor Andy from his 2 month sabbatical 
with a small celebration and reception.  Thank you to all the Volunteers who 
helped with the set-up, clean-up, and also provided the Brunch Food and 
Drinks! 
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All women of Christ Lutheran Church are invited to our monthly WELCA meeting on Monday, May 9th at 
11:30 a.m.  Our gathering includes a luncheon, this month hosted by Cathy Schueler and Gerry Travis, a Bible 
Study that will be led by Diane Morhard, and a short business meeting.  It is an opportunity for us to fellow-
ship, pray, and learn.  We hope you will join us - and invite a friend!  

 

Women of the church are encouraged to consider attending the Thirty-Fourth Annual Convention of the 
Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA which will be held September 16-18, 2022, at the Hilton Atlanta/
Marietta Hotel and Conference Center in Marietta.  If you are a young woman under 35, you can apply for a 
$100 scholarship to help offset the $195 registration fee.  The Convention is an opportunity for fellowship 
and fun as well as spiritual growth through Bible Study, workshops, and worship services.  If you are interest-
ed in getting more information about this year's Convention or hearing about our experiences at ones in the 
past, please reach out to Phyllis Solgere, Diane Mulkey, or Karline Best. 

Lutheran World Relief  

During the month of May, we will collect bath towels for Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits.  These Kits 
are distributed to needy neighbors all over the world.  Please bring new light- or medium-weight bath-size 
towels (between 20" x 40" and 52" x 27".)  They request this size and weight because it is easier for the re-
cipients to hand wash and air dry them.  Dark color is recommended. A basket will be in the narthex through-
out the month to receive your donations.  Thank you! 

March also saw the beginning of Lent and our weekly Wednesday night Lenten Suppers 
which lasted into early April.  Thank you to all the Volunteers who provided the Food, 
Drinks, Set-up, and Clean-up! 

April 9 – Memorial Service and Reception for Kay Knight’s Family and Friends.  Special 
Thank You to Nancy Garland for planning and organizing this reception.  Also, Thank 
You to all who Volunteered with set-up (loved the flowers), clean-up, and all the Food 
and Drinks! 

Spring and Summer are well on their way, and the Team is planning a few things to look for-
ward to for the rest of the year: 

Monthly Pot Luck Celebrations! 
A Church Picnic! 
Octoberfest! 
Maybe a “Family Movie Night” or “Family Game Night” 

Let me know if you can think of any other ideas for CLC Fellowship or if you would be interest-
ed in becoming a Nurture Team Member. 

Yours in Christ!       Jeff Winiesdorffer 
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Youth News  
May 2022 

Youth Group Wednesdays 

  
May 4th & 11th 

We will not meet over the summer break.  
Other events will be scheduled. 

 
 

     Mother’s Day Tea 

               Saturday May 7 
               11:30 am 

 

                Please RSVP in Narthex 

               Bring your Mom or enjoy as a Mom 

           All are welcome! 
 

 

SUMMER YOUTH CELEBRATION 
 

Wednesday May 11, 2022 

6-8:00 PM 

Bring your bathing suits! 

Food & Waterslide 

Come Slide into Summer with us! 

 
 

   
                                             

No Kids 
Worship 

                                                       May 22 - June 5th 

                                    Ms. Sarah will be on a break. 
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Youth News  
May 2022 

 

Vacation Bible School 

June 3rd-4th 5-7:30pm 

June 5th during 11:00 am service 
 

Register today online: myvbs.org/clcvbs2022 

    

Thank you for another great Easter Breakfast! 

Total Donations: $523 

  
 
 

                                            

http://myvbs.org/clcvbs2022


Page #9  Christ Lutheran Church, Oakwood, GA       Newsletter     The Vine             

EASTER     2022 
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EASTER     Sunrise Service 
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Youth News  
May 2022 

 

    
  

 
 

 
Graduating Middle School 

 

Brooklyn Caruso 

Jeremy Lopez 

Lucas Legg 
Jaxon Young 

 

Graduating Elementary School 

 

Dominic Winick 

Jordyn Wilcox 

Christian Langley 
Mary Pbawy 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!!!!! 
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Noah Johnson, son of Derek & Dawn Johnson
 Graduating from Collins Hill High School 
Will attend Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

(RPI) in NY for Aerospace Engineering and Air 
Force ROTC in fall.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

                                              

 

Emilee Scott, daughter of Richard & Stephanie 
Scott 

Graduating from Cherokee Bluff High School 
Will attend Piedmont University for Nursing  

degree in fall. 
 

Phuong Nguyen is graduating from Maranatha 
Christian Academy.  She has lived with Jim and 
Mindy Ellis for the last two years. 

She will attend Georgia State University for  

biochemistry in fall. 
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Stephanie Simpson,  
        daughter of Steve & Heather Simpson 
 Graduating from Walker Valley High,  

Cleveland, TN     
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ella Patton 
daughter, step-daughter of  
Michelle & Dean Bratsveen,  

Graduating from Flowery Branch High School 
Will attend University of North Georgia in fall. 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduation Celebration on Sunday, May 15th between services 
(10 am). Join us for cake and coffee as we celebrate and congrat-
ulate our Seniors! 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

            After serving as music director for more than twenty seven years, I believe the time 
has come for me to retire and open the position for new leadership.  When I began in 1994, 
Pastor Mark Christofferson said our goal should be a church of joyful singers.  What a coinci-
dence that recently a newcomer to our church commented on what a great singing church 
we were!  Thank you to all of you for making a joyful noise!   I wish I had accurate rolls of all 
the talented, dedicated people who have sung in choir during my tenure and all the children 
who participated in Children's Choir programs.  Two unforgettable members were nonagenar-
ian Maggie McGuire who sang from her wheelchair and Bev Youngberg who sang while using 
auxiliary oxygen.  May we all be so faithful in using our gifts.   I thank every choir member, 
congregational member, and Pastor Andy especially as together we lift our voices in praise 
and thanksgiving.   

           Moving forward, I hope to continue playing the organ for services, accompanying our 
instrumentalists, and teaching some chimes music. I will join you in uplifting and supporting 
and yes, singing with our new choir director.  New director, new directions, can't wait to see 
what God has in our future!   

            In His service, Diane Mulkey 

Looking Back---Looking Ahead 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Hello from Outreach.  I want to thank everyone who has brought in donations for the Food 
Pantry.  Your gifts are very appreciated by our neighbors in need.  Look for our church bro-
chures coming soon to a pew near you.  They will be available for you to take to pass out to 
those you meet who may have an interest in finding a church family.  Thanks so much to Justin 
Eller who has done a new design for us.   

Due to generous help and donations we have been able to give monetary gifts to Good News 
at Noon and Family Promise to continue with their expansion efforts. Outreach has responded 
to requests to help out local charities and both these organizations impact our local communi-
ty.  The South Hall Food pantry also continues to benefit from our time, talent, and dona-
tions.  Your help is very appreciated by all these groups touch.  Our week at Family Promise is 
May 2 - 6th and a sign up sheet will be available Sunday if you can volunteer, but they contin-
ue to have needs of various items that can be donated any time.  See their website for ideas if 
you want to help.  https://www.familypromisehall.org/ 

Yours in Christ, 

Toni Zavadil - Outreach 

OUTREACH 

https://www.familypromisehall.org/
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5/3 Noah Johnson 

 5/6 Bill Wonnacott 

5/13 Robert Seeke 

5/20 Beth Marien 

5/22 Kat Hartman 

5/22 Emma Seibert 

 

5/26 Signy Uyl 

5/27 Dawn Johnson 

5/27 Sondra Lightfoot 

5/28 Betsy Pierson 

5/29 Zona Buchen 

5/29 Tina Crews 

 

5/15 Mike & Beth Marien 

5/18 Dane & Jan Clark 

5/22 Derek & Dawn Johnson 

5/24 Arnie & Sue McCleese 



 

Sun 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
8:30am Worship 
9:45 am Bible+ 
11 am Worship 
w/Kid’s worship 
 
Online service avail-
able via YouTube 

2 

 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  
Dimension AA 
 

3 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

 

 

4 
8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
10 am Bible Study 
Via Zoom 
6 pm Youth Group 
 

5 
 
9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 
 
10 am—12 noon 
CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

6 
 
 
 
8 pm Fourth  
Dimension AA 

7 
 
11:30 am 
Mother’s Day 
Tea 
Please RSVP 

8  
 
 
8:30am Worship 
9:45 am Bible+ 
11 am Worship 
w/Kid’s worship 
 
Online service avail-
able via YouTube 

9 

11:30 am WELCA 

6 pm Church 
Council 

 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  
Dimension AA 
 

10 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 
8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
10 am Bible Study 
Via Zoom 
6 pm Youth Group 
 

12 
 
9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 
 
10 am—12 noon 
CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm Fourth  
Dimension AA 

14 
 
 
 

15 
8:30am Worship 
9:45 Bible + 
10 am Graduation 
reception 
11 am Worship 
w/Kid’s worship 
 
Online service avail-
able via YouTube 

16 
 
 
 
4-6 pm CLC staffs 
South Hall Food 
Pantry 

 
 
8 pm Fourth  
Dimension AA 
 
 

17 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

18 
8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
10 am Bible Study 
Via Zoom 
1-4 pm CLC Quilt-
ers 
 
 

19 
 
  
9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 
 
10 am—12 noon 
CLC staffs South  
Hall Food Pantry 
 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 

 
 
8 pm Fourth  
Dimension AA 

21 
 
 
8:00am –3:30 pm 
Newborns in Need 
10 am—12 noon 
CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 
 

22  
8:30am Worship 
9:45 am Bible+ 
11 am Worship 
w/Kid’s worship 
Online service avail-
able via YouTube 
 
 

Pastor Andy  
vacation 

23 
 
 
8 pm Fourth  
Dimension AA 
 

 
 
 

Pastor Andy  
Vacation 

24 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Andy 
vacation 

25 
8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
10 am Bible Study 
Via Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Andy  
vacation 

26 
 
9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 
 
10 am—12 noon 
CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 
 
 

 
Pastor Andy  

vacation 
 
Dawn out of office 

27 
 
 
 
8 pm Fourth  
Dimension AA 

28 
 
 

29 
8:30am Worship 
9:45 am Bible+ 
11 am Worship 
w/Kid’s worship 
 
Online service avail-
able via YouTube 

30 
Memorial Day 

Church office 
closed 

 
 
8 pm Fourth  
Dimension AA 

31 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

    

Christ Lutheran Church                                    2022 
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Go in Peace, Serve the Lord 
Serving at Worship for May 

8:30 am Worship Service  

11:00 am Worship Service 

READERS 

5/1 - Edna Jackson 
5/8 - Eugene Ferg  
5/15 - Jan Clark 
5/22 - Mindy Ellis 
5/29  - Toni Zavadil  

 

 

ALTAR GUILD 
5/1 - Cathy & Mitch Schueler 
5/8 - Edna & Eugene Ferg 
5/15 - Liza Sage 
5/22 - Gerry & John Travis 
5/29 - Sue Joninas 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 

5/1 Cathy Freeman 

5/8 Cathy Freeman 

5/15 Cathy Freeman 

5/22 Cathy Freeman 

5/29 Cathy Freeman 

 

USHERS 

5/1 Toni Zavadil & Ana Mouthaan 

5/8 Dale Osterloh & Cheryl Neller 

5/15 Richard Scott & Paul Evans 

5/22 Gerry Travis & Lisa Sage 

5/29 Edna Jackson & Eugene Ferg 

 

READERS   
5/1 - Phyllis Solgere 

5/8 - Jenny Goodwin 

5/15 - Ron Goetzke 

5/22 - Alan Overcash 

5/29 - Sharon Stevens  

 

ALTAR GUILD 
5/1 - Diane Morhard 

5/8 - Kim Overcash 

5/15 - Denise Simpson 

5/22 - Marilyn Johnson 

5/29 - Sharon Stevens  

 

BREAD 
5/1 - Freda Bair 
5/8 - Karin Bowman 
5/15 - Diane Bohn 
5/22 - Gerry Travis 
5/29 - Jill Young 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 

5/1 Derek Johnson 
5/8 Dr. Hank Lewis 
5/15 Cindy Grastat 
5/22 Jenny Goodwin 
5/29 Karin Bowman 
 
 
USHERS 

5/1 Alan & Kimberly Overcash 
5/8 Phyllis Solgere & Janet Seibert 
5/15 Ted Best & Dr. Hank Lewis 
5/22 Don Finfrock & David Tate 
5/29 Ted Best & Ron Goetzke 
 
11 am Kid’s Worship– Sarah Caruso 
 
 
 


