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Happy New Year!!  

Can you believe it? 2020 is finally over. And while not much will actually 
change at the stroke of midnight on New Year’s Eve, there is hope that 
sometime during this new year, things are going to shift. Slowly but 
surely vaccines will be distributed, and we'll begin to be able to gather 
in ways we haven't in a long time without worrying so much about 
putting ourselves or others at risk.  

It might seem like a strange question, but I've been wondering as the 
new year approaches, what do we take with us from this year? We each 
have to think on this for ourselves but here's what I’ve came up with so 
far:  

 

1.Spending time with my family at home isn't so bad! In fact I hope that 
I’ll miss it enough that I'll make time for it even as I have opportunities 
to fill my calendar with other things. 

 

2. The choices we make matter in the lives of others. During 2020, mak-
ing the choice to wear a mask was shown to be highly effective at keep-
ing others safe. What decisions can we continue to make, though they 
may be a bit more subtle, that will show our care for others? How do we 
decide what organizations to support, how we talk about those who are 
different from us, how we treat others, and put their needs at least as 
high as our own? It makes a difference. Life is better for everyone if we 
come together and care for one another. 

 

3. We never know what someone else is going through. This year, we 
could probably assume if someone was being a bit cranky, or unkind, it 
may very well be because they are having a bad day, or week, month… 
or year right?! But we never know what others are going through and it 
doesn’t cost much for us to be kind and to give others the benefit of the 
doubt.  

 

Last year we had no idea what was headed our way, but one thing we 
do know no matter what: God is faithful and will not leave our side. 
Blessings on your new year, whatever it might hold.  

 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

Pastor Andy 
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WORSHIP & COVID UPDATE 

Several people have been asking about worship and what 
we will do after January 3rd.   
 
Will suspended in-person be continued?  
 

First of all, please remember that no one wants to worship in-person more than I do.  But it’s 
important to be aware of where we are in the midst of this pandemic and to protect the vulner-
able among us.   
 
That being said, here is where we currently are (bold letters)  in accordance to ELCA- South-
eastern Synod recommendations regarding whether or not to hold in-person worship (italicized 
letters)…. 
 
1. The number of new cases is rising – As of this writing, Hall County recorded 222 positive 

tests yesterday (Dec. 29). 
 
2.   ICU occupancy rates average above 80% -  As of this writing (December 30), The NEGA Hos-
pital System Gainesville and Braselton combined have 1 available bed. 

 

3.   The Georgia Tech Risk Assessment Tool ranks your county above 40% likelihood for someone 
being present with COVID-19 at a 10 to 1 ascertainment bias – As of this writing (December 
30), for a group of 25 individuals,  Hall County is currently at 92% 

 

Please watch for e-mails as to worship at CLC.  On-line YouTube services will continue and we 
have received a Christmas  gift of an FM transmitter from Joe and Karen Vinson so a “Parking 
Lot/Car Service” is in the works.    

 

Again, please keep an eye on e-mails for further details going forward.  If you have any ques-
tions, please call Pastor Andy at 770-403-1194. 
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Happy New Year from WELCA!   

As we start the year fresh, we, unfortunately, are still carrying over some of the 
old baggage from 2020.  As of this writing on 12/27, COVID-19 numbers were 
still on the increase in Hall County, putting every-increasing strain on the North-
east Georgia Health System.  The health system is pleading with community 
members to take precautions and avoid large gatherings.  The post-Christmas 
surge is expected to put even more pressure on the system.   

 

In light of those facts, WELCA will not meet for our regular 
meeting on January 11th.  Let's look forward to meeting on Febru-
ary 8th with the vaccine implementation well on it's way and cases 
trending down.  In the meantime, those ladies who subscribe to 
Gather magazine can preview our first Bible study session entitled, 
"Journeys with Angels."  Perhaps you've heard their rustling? 

2020 Year end statements will be available at the end of  

January.  We will have them ready for pickup on the table near 

the office. 

The Jan, Feb, March 2021 issue is on the way!  Unfortunately, we are 

at the mercy of the USPS.  The books were shipped in December, but 

we do not know when they will arrive due to delays with the postal 

service.  If I have already spoken with you, I have your name on my 

list.  If you would like to have one, please let Dawn in the office know 

and I will add you to my list.  I will send out an email when the books 

do finally arrive!  Thanks for your patience and understanding! 
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Thank You 

Once again we shared our blessings and fully funded our Ministry Plan.  While this update was written before 

all of the final numbers are in, we have enough donations to ensure we’ll made our approved plan.  All of us 

helped make this possible through giving of our resources and our time.  We should be very proud as this was a 

tough year for many organizations, especially churches.  We also take pride in spending wisely. 

While I don’t want to take away from Pastor Andy’s sermon material, I thought this one was very funny: 

“There once was a strongman at a circus sideshow who demonstrated his power before large 

audiences every night.  

Toward the end of one performance, he squeezed the juice from a lemon between his hands. 

He said to the onlookers, “I will offer $200 to anyone here who can squeeze another drop from 

this lemon.  

A thin older lady hobbled up the stage. She picked up the lemon and clamped it between her 

two frail, boney hands. She squeezed. And out came a teaspoon of lemon juice.  

The strongman was amazed. He paid the woman $200 but privately asked her, “What is the 

secret of your strength?” 

“Practice,” the woman answered. “I have been treasurer of my church for forty-two years!” 

 
Charitable Gifts from your IRA.   
Several tax changes have been made to gifts from your IRA.  For many, the most 

important one is no Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) for 2020.  You can still 

give the church a gift from your IRA, but the RMD is not required this year.  Also, 

there are several other changes which you should discuss with the financial insti-

tution that manages your IRA. 

 

Stock transfers go to our Schwab account.  Checks (the most common way to donate) go to: 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 
PO Box 1298 

Oakwood, GA 30566 
(Federal ID is 58-1754954) 

 
John Travis, Treasurer 



Page #5  Christ Lutheran Church, Oakwood, GA       Newsletter     The Vine             January ,  2021  

Bible +     Sundays @ 1:00PM        
God in Our Lives Today….. 

Staying Connected with Zoom… All are Welcome…Join the Conversation! 

 

NEW LINK AND PASSCODE 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83777874454?pwd=eDFqVnFFVkJmQ0hFTjRpZ1JQVWpYdz09 

Meeting ID: 837 7787 4454 
Passcode: 12737 

 
The Wired Word”, Current Headline News Stories, discussion & 
Conversation. Connecting todays Christian Living with supporting 
Scripture Readings. 

 

ELCA Daily Discipleship or Daily Faith……..discussing and exploring 
readings of current Sunday’s Lectionary. 

 

Lutheran Hour Devotions, followed by discussion. 
“Lutheran Hour Ministries” bringing the changeless Christ 
to a changing world.  

 

“Cow Fund” Thank You!     Contributions Given this year: 
$400 LDR Hurricane Laura, $200 Family Promise, $300 Nashville Tor-
nados & St. Johns Church, $250 for 5 Goats, $250 ELCA World Hun-
ger. 

Coming!  February 7th  “Four Chaplains Day” 

Pastor Mike Freeman will give background of this WWII 
story and tell of his experience as a US Navy Chaplain 
for 30 years. 

 

Our Current project continues…….develop mailer card for 
those who are homebound. We are working to update our note card with the NEW 
image of our church building. 

We look forward to seeing you……Sharon and Bill  
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Youth News January 
2021  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Happy New Year!  

Praying we can all get back together ASAP. 

 

Please stay safe and healthy!  

 

Upcoming Events: 

 Youth Game Night 

Saturday January 30th 

6:00 PM 

Location TBD (church or Zoom) 
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1/17 John & Gerry Travis 

1/23 Richard & Diane Morhard 

1/3 Diane Bohn 

1/4 Judy Kaczorowski 

1/12 Jeanne Lewis 

1/13 Ricky Simpson 

1/15 Edna Jackson 

1/15 Everett King 

1/17 Jeremy Lopez 

1/17 Richard Morhard 

1/17 Mary Ringer 

1/27 Jeff  Winiesdorffer 



 

Sun 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 

 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

2 

3 
ZOOM Online 
service 
10 am Zoom Holy 
Communion 
1 pm Zoom  
Bible+ 

4 

 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

5 

 

6 

8 am  Men’s Pray-
er Breakfast 

10 am Bible Study 

Via Zoom 

 

 

 

 

7 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

 

 

 

 

 

8 

 

 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

9 

 

10 
ZOOM Online 
service 
10 am Zoom Holy 
Communion 
1 pm Zoom  
Bible+ 

11 

 

5:00 pm  Church 

Council Meeting 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

 

 

12 

 

13 

8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

10 am Bible Study 

Via Zoom 

 

 

14 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

15 

 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

16 

 

8:00am –3:30 pm 

Newborns in Need 

17 
ZOOM Online 
service 
10 am Zoom Holy 
Communion 
1 pm Zoom  
Bible+ 

18 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

19 20 

8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

10 am Bible Study 

Via Zoom 

 

 

 

21 

 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

22 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

23 

 

24/31 
8:30 am In person 
worship 
10 am Zoom Holy 
Communion 
11 am In person 
worship 
1 pm Zoom  
Bible+ 

25 

 

4-6 pm South 
Hall Community 

 Food Pantry 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

26 27 

8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

10 am Bible Study 

Via Zoom 

28 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

29 

 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

30 

10 am— 12 noon 

 South Hall Com-
munity Food Pan-
try 

 

6 pm Youth Game 
Night 

Christ Lutheran Church                                   2021 


