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“In the morning, while it was still 
very dark, Jesus got up and went 
out to a deserted place, and there 
he prayed. And Simon and his 
companions hunted for him. When 
they found him, they said to him, 
“Everyone is searching for you.” 
He answered, “Let us go on to the 

neighboring towns, so that I may pro-claim the message there also; for 
that is what I came out to do.” And he went throughout Galilee, proclaim-
ing the message in their synagogues and casting out demons.”                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                            Mark 1:35-39 
 
     Though I never reached the lofty heights of being a Boy Scout, I was 
raised by my parents to always “be prepared.” It is one of the reasons 
I’m  usually early to everything: you never know when a semi-truck will 
block your route to your destination, causing you to go 20 minutes out 
of your way to get you where you are going. Or why I get to church on 
Sunday at 6:00 am. Do I need to be there that early? No. But I feel better 
when I’m here early, making sure everything is ready and prepared. 
      I thought of preparedness in this reading from the Gospel of Mark. 
This short reading seems pretty simple but it can tell us a lot about how 
to be prepared in life. Just prior to these verses, Jesus had done a bunch 
of healing at Peter’s house. The next morning, Jesus gets up to go pray 
and the disciples not only look for him, but hunt for him. They WANT to 
find him, badly. They tell him everyone is looking for him and once Je-
sus is found, he proclaims that they will go traveling and doing ministry 
throughout Galilee, preaching and healing. 
      But before they go, what has Jesus done? Jesus has prayed. Jesus has 
spent time with his heavenly Father in prayer, getting ready for what is 
going to come next. Jesus takes a moment to prepare himself for the 
work before him. This is a lesson for us in this Lenten season to take a 
moment every day and prepare for what is to come in our daily lives. 
Sure, we need to get the kids together, get our things ready to go for 
work, make sure everything is set. But we should also take a moment or 
two to pray, to ask the Lord to guide us and be with us in the day ahead. 
To try to take a moment to acknowledge the important role that the 
Lord will take in that day, guiding us, strengthening us, and walking 
with us no matter what the day may bring. 
      
 
 
 
      Continued on page 2 
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Mid– Week Lenten Worship 

Thank You 

Thank you to everyone for your prayers, calls and cards during 
my surprise diagnosis, surgery and recovery.  I have received a 
great report from my doctor and I will need no further treat-
ment.  I am truly grateful! 

 

                                                 Sue McCleese 
 

Join us each Wednesday evening via CLC’S YouTube channel for 
Mid-Week Lenten Worship.  Each Wednesday will feature the 
Holden Service of Evening Prayer.  The theme will be 
“Prayer.”  Each week a different Psalm will be featured and Pas-
tor Andy will offer a short reflection.  The service will be availa-
ble anytime after 5:00 PM each Wednesday evening. 

 

February 24 – Theme:  Prayer of Supplication…..Psalm 25:1-9 

March 3 – Theme:  Prayer of Praise….Psalm 22:22-30 

March 10 – Theme: Praying of Scriptures….Psalm 19 

March 17 – Prayer of Thanksgiving…..Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

March 24 – Prayer of Promise….Psalm 119:9-16 

(continued from page 1) 
We have all said a prayer or two before something has hap-
pened, to prepare ourselves. But we often do that only in the big 
moments or when the moment could be scary. What if we did it 
every day? What if we prepared for our day every day by taking 
a moment to talk with our loving God? I do this but it doesn’t 

come naturally to me. I have to be intentional about it and by taking that moment it has helped to calm 
me down and put into focus what the day will bring. 
     Let this time of Lent be a chance for you to intentionally prepare yourself for whatever the day may 
bring with some time in prayer. Let your conversation with your Savior be something that calms a trou-
bled spirit, give guidance for your life, and remind you that you do not face the day alone. Your Savior is with 
you. Always. For that we can say, “Thanks be to God!” 
 
Yours in Christ, 
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Sharing our              Blessings 

       

With the problems we’ve had in not meeting on a regular basis, many more of us are now 

taking advantage of our Secure Online Giving system.  The system is secure and permits 

you to make donations to our General Ministries or to our many special purpose funds.  

All of these were listed in the Annual Congregation Meeting Report dated February 2021. 

As you may have heard, we have many  ways to give: 

Last year we received donations of over $137,000 from Online Giv-
ing.  Our members used their checking accounts, debit card and credit 
card.  Online Giving is important to our church so your donation is 
made even if you can't attend the service.   Go to www.clcga.org.  

 

Our newest option is to use your cell phone.  Yes, it really is like Online Giving, but it’s 
also different.  You can use the Give+ Mobile app in 
2 different ways.  The first is to belong to Online 
Giving and just use your phone to make or change 
your donation.   The other way is to make a dona-
tion using just your cell phone app – no need to 
register with Online Giving. 

 
Still most of us like to use the collection plate to make our donations.  Cur-
rently, they are mailed or dropped off at the church office.  As we get fur-
ther into the roll-out of the Covid-19 vaccine inoculations, we hope to re-
turn to in-person church services. 
 

 

Faithfully Yours, John Travis, Treasurer 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjXsNy42ZPgAhUSPN8KHXcuAQUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fconnect.vancopayments.com%2Fgiveplus-mobile&psig=AOvVaw3T8L8CMhvR70BkPQnZjIpf&ust=1548875228882323
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WELCA News 

WELCA ladies are excited to gather for the first time in 2021. Our 
Brown Bag Lunch will be on Monday, March 8th at 11:30 a.m.  Please 
bring your own lunch, beverage, and any necessary utensils.  

 

Our Bible Study will be from the Gather 
magazine and will explore Journeys With 
Angels.  Do you have a personal experi-

ence to share or questions about angels?  Come and be a part 
of this fun and insightful conversation.   

 

Looking forward to seeing you all!  Don't forget your masks!  

Peace & Blessings,  

Phyllis 

Phyllis Solgere 

Family Promise 
Family Promise :   The week of March 21 is our week to 
support the families in the program with gift cards for 
groceries, gas and laundry.    

 

If you wish to contribute please make a donation to the 
Family Promise account in your envelope.  Thank you 
for considering this ministry. 

Zoom Bible Study 
Join us every Wednesday morning at 10 am for our online “ZOOM” Bible Study.  We 

study and discuss scriptures for the following week.  A list of readings is sent out each week 
in the weekly announcements. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89427155850?pwd=MElEc2tnZEJBOUtTQjJkMjdWa0ZYdz09 

Meeting ID: 894 2715 5850                Passcode: 215599 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89427155850?pwd=MElEc2tnZEJBOUtTQjJkMjdWa0ZYdz09
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In-Person Worship to begin again on March 14 

Many people have been asking, “When will we resume 
indoor worship at CLC?”.  As many of you know, the 
Covid-19 numbers have been trending down in Hall 
County and, as long as that trend continues, we will plan 
to resume worship in our sanctuary on Sunday, March 
14.  Coincidently, that Sunday is the one year anniver-
sary of when we first suspended indoor worship due to 
Covid!   

As we resume, we will again be taking reservations ; 
masks will be mandatory (face shields should only be 
worn if you have a medical condition that prevents 

masking); and singing will be done by “Holy Humming” or “Soft Singing”.  For those who 
are not yet ready to come back inside, we will continue to broadcast the service to the 
parking lot and we will also continue to offer worship via our YouTube channel. 

          If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask me.  As always, I thank you all 
for your willingness to be flexible, your patience during these trying times, and your faith-
fulness in our calling to know, grow, live and share the love of God that is Christ Jesus. 

                                                                                       Pastor Andy                                                      

Iglesia Luterana de Cristo, the Spanish-speaking congregation that worships at Christ Lu-
theran, is facing some major changes.  ELCA Southeastern Synod Bishop Kevin Strickland 
has asked that the English and Spanish speaking congregations work together to see what 
the future may have in store for Latino ministry in our area.   

 

Pastor Andy is looking for a few people who would be interested in being part of a 
“brainstorming” session with some of our Latino brothers and sisters.  The session would 
be led by the new Assistant to the Bishop for Latino Ministry, Rev. Justin Eller.  If interest-
ed, please contact Pastor Andy. 

 

Iglesia Luterana de Cristo– can you help? 



Page #6  Christ Lutheran Church, Oakwood, GA       Newsletter     The Vine             March,  2021  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following article was written by CLC member Phyllis Solgere and was taken from the ELCA Southeast-
ern Synod News Blog. To learn more about our synod regarding news, blogs, events, and opportunities or 
to subscribe to the Synod E-News, go to www.elca-ses.org. 

 

The Blessing of Diversity 

 Phyllis Solgere - February 12, 2021 
My son, Byron, went to a racially diverse Lutheran school in southern California from pre-
school through 8th grade.  His first exposure to the issue of race arose when he was in kin-
dergarten.  The teacher later told me that there was a question about racial differences that 
came up in class one day, so they had a discussion about it.  Which explains why he came 
home from school that day and asked me, “Mommy, what kind are you?”  Baffled as to what 
he meant by that, I asked him, “What kind are you?”  He answered, “I’m black.”  He proceed-
ed to run down the list of people we knew, asking what kind they each were.  It was evi-
dent that he still didn’t understand what all this talk about black and white people meant.  
 
It dawned on me that my and my husband’s extended family members had skin tones that 
ranged the spectrum from beige to dark chocolate brown.  Plus, he saw our white next door 
neighbors, who became his surrogate grandparents, frequently.  Their teenage son and 
daughter were occasional babysitters and often his entertainment. No wonder the kid was 
confused!  He didn’t see people by skin color.  He only knew that the world was full of peo-
ple of different shades who loved and protected him.  If only I could have made that inno-
cence last! 
 
My experience with a lifetime of diversity wasn’t by design.  God blessed me with a loving 
and varied extended family and favorable circumstances.  Not everyone is so blessed.  For 
some, it will take more of an effort to see the benefits of diversity.  A dear friend used to say 
that you have to be taught to hate and to judge people by skin shade, religion, ethnic back-
ground, political party, or any of the other reasons we have for hating people these days.  
Another friend says that you can’t hate a person once you know their story.  Both are true.  
It takes honesty and courage to make diversity a significant part of your life, but you will 
not regret it.  In fact, you will probably find that it enriches your life.  It’s not too late to 
make it your New Year’s Resolution: take off a few pounds; add a few friends who don’t 
look like you. 

https://www.elca-ses.org/authordetail/3401995
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Youth News March 2021 

             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Bob Ross in A Box” 
Contest Event 

 
PRIZES, PRIZES and more PRIZES!!!! 

 
This month we will be holding a FREE event on Saturday March 
20th from 5-7 pm in the Fellowship Hall or outside if weather 
permits. You MUST RSVP for this event no later than Mar.15th. 

Email Sarah at clcyouthdirector@gmail.com 

 

 

    

mailto:clcyouthdirector@gmail.com
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3/7 Diana & Kelly Stroup 
 

3/1 Herb Grastat 

3/1 Austin Seibert 

3/1 Skylar Truelove 

3/4 Tyler Seibert 

3/5 Ann McDivitt 

3/6 Barbara Tiszai 

3/7 Ginny Huseby 

3/8 Sharon Stevens 

3/10 Cindy Grastat 

3/11 Melinda Parmer 

3/12 Janet Seibert 

3/13 Toni Zavadil 

3/15 Pastor Andy Seibert 

3/16 Kyle Lewis 

3/21 Kelly Stroup 

3/22 William Stroup 

3/24 Janet Falcey 

3/24 Jim Meyers 

3/27 Sarah Caruso 

3/31 Jill Young 

 



 

Sun 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

 

4-6 pm SHCFP 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

2 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

3 

8 am  Men’s Pray-
er Breakfast 

10 am Bible Study 

Via Zoom 

4 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

5 

 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

6 

 

10– am12 pm 

South Hall  

Community Food 
Pantry 

7  
Online service 
10 am Parking Lot 
service 
 
12 noon ZOOM Holy 
Communion 
1 pm Zoom  
Bible+ 

8 

11:30 am 
WELCA lunch 

5 pm Church 
Council 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

9 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

10 

8 am  Men’s Pray-
er Breakfast 

10 am Bible Study 

Via Zoom 

 

 

 

 

11 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

 

 

 

 

 

12 

 

 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

13 

 

14 Daylight  
Savings Time 
 Online service 
In person service  
returns 
10 am Parking Lot 
service 
12 noon Zoom Holy 
Communion 
1 pm Zoom  
Bible+ 

15 

 

 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

 

16 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

17 

8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

10 am Bible Study 

Via Zoom 

 

 

18 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

19 

 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

20 

First Day of Spring 

 

8:00am –3:30 pm 

Newborns in Need 

 

5-7 PM Youth 
Event 

21 
Online service 
In person service 
10 am Parking Lot 
service 
12 noon Zoom Holy 
Communion 
1 pm Zoom  
Bible+ 

22 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

23 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

24 

8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

10 am Bible Study 

Via Zoom 

 

 

 

25 

 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

26 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

27 

 

28 Palm Sunday 
Online service 
In person service 
10 am Parking Lot 
service 
12 noon Zoom Holy  
Communion 
1 pm Zoom  
Bible+ 

29 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

30 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

31 

8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

10 am Bible Study 

Via Zoom 
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